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Subsection 2.—Notifiable Diseases and Other Health Statistics* 

In terms of number of new cases, the major infectious diseases reportable on a national 
basis were, in 1963, the venereal diseases combined (22,199 cases), infectious and serum 
hepatitis (10,077 cases), and scarlet fever and streptococcal sore throat (9,920 cases). 
Despite its relatively high level, the incidence of scarlet fever and streptococcal sore 
throat was 57.6 p.c. below the peak reached in 1959; the rate of infection was 52.5 cases 
per 100,000 population, which compared favourably with the corresponding 1959 rate 
of 13-1.2. In proportion to population, the province most severely affected in 1963 was 
Prince Edward Island, where the rate was more than 42 times that for the country as a 
whole. 

Year-to-year increases, which exceeded the rate of growth in the population at risk, 
occurred between 1959 and 1963 in the incidence of the venereal diseases, the rate of new 
infections rising from 97.3 to 117.5 per 100,000 population. As in 1961 and 1962, British 
Columbia contributed the largest number of cases, although the case-rate for that province 
(320.6 per 100,000 persons) was lower than those for the Yukon Territory and the North­
west Territories. Among the reportable types of venereal disease, gonorrhoea accounted 
for 87.4 p.c. of total cases nationally, and for 75.6 p.c. of the British Columbia cases. 

The rate of viral hepatitis infections increased from 27.1 cases per 100,000 population 
in 1959 to 67.5 in 1961 and 1962 and then dropped to 53.3 in 1963. 

In recent years the most significant decline in the incidence of a notifiable disease has 
been the falling off in reported cases of paralytic poliomyelitis. Contributing to the 
decrease have been the development of vaccines and mass inoculation and feeding programs 
undertaken by public health authorities. Only 123 new cases were reported during 1963; 
this was slightly higher than the 89 cases reported in 1962 but was still lower than for any 
other year since 1949, the first year statistics on this disease were compiled nationally. 

" Prepared in the Public Heal th Section, Heal th and Welfare Division, Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 
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i Includes venereal diseases only for t he Northwest Territories. 2 Includes other cases and cases where 
type not specified. ' Less than 0.05 per 100,000 population. 


